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Tip: Find an Apartment

If you are moving into an apartment you will want to find one that suits all of your needs.
If you are relocating to an apartment in another city it may be difficult to travel to your
new city to visit several different apartments. If this is the case you may want to
consider doing your apartment search on-line. Many websites, such as
apartmentfinder.com will assist you in your quest for the perfect apartment. You can
view pictures of apartments in the area you are searching, view contact information for
the management of the complex, rental information, and all the amenities that are
included with the apartment. Some websites like the one mentioned above, even offer
virtual tours and floor plans for you to check out. Websites such as these really help cut
down on your searching and saves you time. Remember however, that the best way to
find your perfect apartment is to actually go and tour some of the ones that interest you
that you have researched.

Tip: Renter's Resume

In many cities the apartment rental market moves fast and landlords can be picky about
who they want living in their rental. If you are hoping to move into a new apartment you
may want to consider having something typed up called a renter's resume. A renter's
resume is kind of like a resume you would have when applying for jobs, but instead of
past work history you would have past rental history. You may also wish to include
letters of reference from past landlords or friends who can vouch for your character as
an apartment renter. In competitive markets a renter's resume may be just what you
need to get the landlord's attention, thus helping you rent that beautiful apartment you
have always dreamed of. If you don't have a past rental history, write a letter explaining
how responsible you are, your work history and give some references from people who
know your character and turn that in. It may give you an added edge over someone who
doesn't have anything at all.

Tip: Your Responsibilities as a Renter

As an apartment renter you will have a few responsibilities to keep in mind, so if you are
moving into an apartment take these into account. First, you must follow your lease- the
agreement that you signed before moving in. If you fail to follow the lease rules, you
may be asked to vacate your apartment and not receive your deposit. You may also be
charged other fees in accordance to the lease agreement. Second, pay your rent on
time, all the time. You may have to pay fees or be evicted from your apartment should
you not pay your rent on the day it is due each month. Third, maintain your apartment
so that it is in good condition on the day you move out. Change the light bulbs when



they burn out, replace smoke detector batteries and report any repairs that may need
taken care of promptly. Take care of where you live! Last, it is important that you
purchase renter's insurance. Renter's insurance is much like homeowners insurance
and will cover your belongings inside the apartment should there be a fire, a flood or a
burglary. The company or landlord that owns your building is only responsible for the
outside of the unit and the items that were present on the inside when you moved in.
Everything else is your responsibility.
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Tip: Bubble Wrap Your Fragile Items

When moving long distance, consider using bubble wrap instead of packing paper when
packing boxes. Bubble wrap is more expensive but extremely beneficial when packing
boxes for long distance moves. The bubble wrap will help keep your fragile items safe
from bouncing, handling, and hopefully breaking. You can purchase bubble wrap at
most home goods stores or in some cases through your local post office. Also, check
with your moving company about purchasing bubble wrap. In some cases, moving
companies will supply you with boxes, tape, and bubble wrap for a fee.

Tip: Coordinate With The Professional Mover

You want to make sure you are at your new home when the movers arrive. If you arrive
late, you will most likely need to pay for the movers waiting time. Before the truck leaves
your driveway, exchange cell phone numbers with the driver, so you can stay in touch in
case either one is delayed. It is a good idea to plan for the unexpected by making
backup plans, such as arranging for someone else to greet the movers.

Tip: Cost Effective Long Distance Movers

When researching moving companies, you will usually find the most cost effective way
to move your possessions out of state is to get a large national company to do the move
for you. Larger moving companies may have cheaper prices because they usually
combine moves by putting a few loads on the same truck. The more loads on the truck
the more people to help absorb the cost of fuel and travel time. The downside of using a
larger moving company to transport your items long distance is that since there are
several loads on the same truck, delivery to your new location may take up to a month
in travel time, and some items may get mixed up with other loads, so mark your boxes

properly.



Tip: NationWide Movers Insurance

Make sure your long distance movers' insurance is valid in the state you originate the
move from, all the states you travel through and your destination location. Most
insurance companies only cover moves under 500 miles away. You want to guarantee
that your possessions are safe and insured during the entire length of the move.
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Tip: Announcing Your Move

As soon as you know the address of your new location and your moving date, head
over to your local post office and get a moving package. The post office offers a packet
that includes a change of address form to transfer all your mail from your old address to
your new address on the date you specify. This handy moving package also includes
coupons and discounts from companies that can help your move go smoothly. Make
sure you also advise the following of your move and new location: family, friends, utility
companies, credit card companies, banks, and magazine subscriptions.

Tip: Finding Supplies - Boxes and Packing Materials

When you are preparing for your move, consider visiting your local liquor stores and
supermarkets for boxes. Since stores receive deliveries weekly, they constantly have
boxes to be disposed of and more often then not would be happy to help you out by
giving you all the boxes you need. You will also find as much newspaper as you need to
help wrap and protect your fragile items at your town's recycling center.
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Tip: File Moving Boxes

When you have a home office or lots of stored files to move, consider purchasing boxes
made especially for moving files and other home office items. File moving boxes are
16"x12.5"x10" and have an attached lid that lifts up easily. You don't even have to tape
these boxes closed, unless you choose to, but most file boxes come with fold and lock
tabs to make it easy to secure your home office paperwork. You simply place your file
folders in the box, shut the lid, and lock! You must assemble these boxes once they
arrive in the mail as they are shipped flat or purchased flat from a store. You can usually
buy these boxes in bulk, typically coming 12 to a pack and generally costing a bit less



than $40.

Tip: Moving Box Calculator

Not sure how many moving boxes you will need for your move? Why not try a moving
box calculator? A moving box calculator helps you calculate how many boxes you will
need for your move, which can make for a much smoother move and hopefully allow
you to get as many, if not a few more, boxes than you will need. No one likes to run out
of boxes when packing your home, which is why a moving box calculator is such a neat
concept. Do a simple Internet search for "moving box calculator" and pick one that
interests you. Most likely you will be asked to input how many rooms you are moving,
counting the attic and the garage as a room. From there you will be taken to a page that
has recommendations for specific number of boxes you will need. For example, if you
put you are moving three rooms, you will most likely see a recommendation that says
you should have 24 medium boxes, 12 large boxes, 6 extra large boxes and then a few
other accessories you will need for packing. A moving box calculator can take some of
the guesswork out of packing your home for a move.

Tip: Pack the Box Tight

When packing a box, wrap everything in separate packets and then crumble paper in
the empty spaces, so that when you shake the box there in no movement inside.
Waddling paper in the empty spaces will minimize shifting within the box. Make sure
you fill the box entirely. A half filled box will not stay true and will crumble when boxes
are placed on top of it.
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Tip: Find Out What Other Moving Services Are Offered

When you are speaking with moving companies, ask about what other moving services
they may offer. It is better to find a moving company that handles a variety of services if
needed then to have to hire a different company for any additional services you may
require. It is always better to deal with one company for all your needs then to have to
manage several.

Tip: Finding The Right Moving Company

Moving companies are not legally allowed to carry items or accessories under pressure,
such as propane tanks, and fire extinguishers. They are also not allowed to transport
several different types of household cleaners and chemicals. If you have any of the



above items packed away in boxes, make sure you inform your mover. You do not want
to delay deliver of your items or cause any harm to the movers or the truck.

Tip: Full-Service Movers

A full-service moving company is one that will come to your home, pack your belongings
for you, load your belongings for you and then drive those belongings to your new
home. You don't have to do anything if you don't want to. While this type of move may
seem very stress-free, after all you don't have to pack, load or drive your belongings
anywhere, it can be a bit of a stressful way to move, because you aren't in control of
where your belongings are or when they will be arriving at your new home. Make sure
you choose a full-service mover wisely, because they will have your entire household
packed onto one of their moving trucks for a long distance move. A full-service moving
company will give you an estimated date of arrival for your belongings at your new
home. They could arrive before or they could arrive after that. You will also be charged
for the weight of your items rather than how much space your things take up on the
truck. You may be charged fees if the weight or your items changes. Pick a mover that
is @ member of the local trade association as well as the Better Business Bureau. A
local trade association will hold its members to a very high standard, which is a good
thing. This association can also give you lots of information about the moving company
itself, which can be helpful when deciding which national moving company works for
you. As with all moving companies and types of moves available, you will want to get
estimates from full-service movers as well.

Tip: Last Minute Packing Charges For Residential Moving

When preparing for your move and packing up all your items and possessions, more
often then not you run out of time. Find out from the moving company the costs for
packing up any remaining items left unpacked when the movers arrive. You will want to
know whether they charge per box or hourly for packing up your items. If you have a
choice, it is better to pay for hourly packing. Movers can pack several boxes in an hour
and the charge is usually substantially less if you pay per hour then per box.

Tip: Move Your Piano

Moving a piano is a tricky thing to do, so it is best to leave that type of move up to a
professional moving company. A piano is very heavy and very bulky when moved it
should be done properly or you run the risk of damaging the piano or other things
around it. There are actually moving companies that will move your piano for you, many
companies move piano's as the majority of their moving business. If you are moving
yourself, you may want to consider finding a piano mover and getting an estimate to
move that item separate of your others. A piano mover should offer free estimates just
as full-service moving companies do. If your move includes a piano, lots of steps or
narrow hallways, please contact a professional piano mover to assist you in moving this



item. A piano mover could save you lots of time trying to move one not to mention save
you from possibly causing damage to something beautiful. You can do an Internet
search for piano movers in your area, talk to friends for referrals or use your phone book
to find a piano mover near you. Prices will vary according to location and time the piano
move is.

Tip: Self-service Moving Companies

If you're on a tight budget and want to save money, one of the best ways to offset
moving costs is to hire a self-service or containerized moving company. These movers
offer storage containers for you to keep your items in, while giving you peace of mind
thanks to their safe transport from your old to new residence. Some people choose
cheap moving services that do everything from packing to transport, but often you get
what you pay for. Low cost can equal low quality service. Instead, opt to meet halfway
with a self-service moving company. You'll do the packing yourself, but you'll get quality
assistance with the most challenging part of the project -- the move itself.

Tip: Types Of Moving Companies

The relocation industry is largely designed to cater to the needs of you and your family.
You must first know what kind of moving assistance you require, before our begin
contacting moving companies. There are moving companies that will do it all, while
other movers only perform more specific aspects of the move. Think about exactly what
you want from your movers before you contact them. This will help save everyone some
time. Moving companies are broken down into three categories: *Full-Service Movers -
are the most inclusive relocation option available to you. They handle every aspect of
the move, from packing to loading to driving to unloading. They are professional and
licensed and will offer you the opportunity to insure your belongings against the
unforeseen event that something is damaged in route. What you pay for this service is
more than made up for in the time; effort and stress, you and your family will be spared.
*Self-Service Moving - is a hybrid relocation option requiring you to handle the packing
and loading/unloading while the company you hire handles the driving. This is the
perfect service for small to medium interstate moves. Self-service moving is a
convenient and cost-saving alternative to full-service and do-it-yourself movers which
allows you and your family greater control over loading and packing your belongings
while also allowing you to take advantage of experienced drivers to assist you.
*Do-It-Yourself Movers - Just as the name suggests, this relocation option requires you
to handle every single aspect of your move, from planning, packing, loading, driving,
renting the truck, planning your route, securing storage (if necessary), to unloading and
unpacking. What you save in expenses is compensated for in the time and effort.
However, if you have family and friends willing and able to help, this is a chance to save
some money!


http://www.upack.com/
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Tip: Are your Professional Movers Professionals?

If you are paying for a professional moving company to move you, make sure that they
are professional movers and not hired day laborers. Many times moving companies hire
additional workers per day to fill out the crew. Professional movers are properly trained
for moving. Professionals should take less time then day laborers because they know
how to do things right with one try. Make sure you get what you pay for.

Tip: Deduct Your Move From Your Taxes

Since your move is often tax deductible, make sure you get an appropriate receipt. You
cannot use a moving quote and a cancelled check as a moving receipt. Each state has
a different bill of lading that is used as a receipt. Check the IRS website and your state's
Department of Revenue website for a list of the necessary receipts and forms you'll
need for the tax season.
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Tip: Getting Started on Your Move

Moving can be a daunting prospect for anyone from an apartment-dweller to a
homeowner. The best way to begin tackling a move is to start with basic packing
supplies. Here are the essentials: Boxes: Always get more than you think you'll need. If
you don't order them specifically from your moving company, start scouting grocery
stores and liquor stores to find empties. Don't be afraid to ask a store clerk for boxes;
chances are they'll be happy to get rid of them. Packing Tape: Again, pick up more than
you think you'll need. Tape can get expensive, so seek out your supply from dollar
stores. Scissors: If you don't have packing tape dispensers, then get some trusty
scissors. Every time you cut tape, fold a corner of it back so that tearing off the next
piece will be easy. Newspaper: Start saving it up now! You can use newspaper as
padding in all your boxes that hold breakables, and also use it to wrap glasses and
plates. Colored Stickers or Pens: You can color code each box based on which room it
will go into. For example, green for the kitchen, red for the bedroom, blue for the living
room. Keep a key with you at all times.


http://www.upack.com
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Tip: A Bigger Moving Van is Better

Call for pricing from the well-known moving truck companies such as Penske, U-Haul,
and Budget before you pick your moving company. The large moving truck companies
specialize in renting big trucks and may be able to find a better cost for your needs.

Tip: Fill Up The Moving Truck

When you are comparing your moving truck rentals, if you have the option of renting a
moving truck that takes diesel gasoline, choose the diesel moving truck over those that
take regular gasoline. Diesel moving trucks will get your better gas mileage and more
pulling power for your load. If you are driving long distance, you will save a lot more
money filling your truck with diesel.

Tip: Moving Truck Rental Break Down

Before you leave your truck rental agency, make sure you go over what to do in case
the truck breaks down or has any engine trouble. Have your rental agent walk you
through what to do if the truck malfunctions, who do you call, who can service truck, will
they provide a replacement, what happens with items on truck if it breaks down, will you
get the day free, these are important questions to clarify before any problems occur.

Tip: Over Night Key Drop Off

When you are working out your moving truck rental agreement, ask the company if they
have a night key drop off and what the hours of return rentals are. Since you will be
mainly using your moving rental truck during the day, see if you can return the rental
truck in the evening when you are done with your move. Returning the rental truck in the
evening can help cut your cost down a day and allow you to start unpacking the next
morning without having to return the rental truck.

Tip: What Else You May Need

You may be asking yourself once you have your moving truck reserved, just what else
you might need that can help make this move as smooth as possible. If you are towing
a moving truck trailer you may need a hitch for your vehicle. You can usually purchase
these hitches and their accessories at the rental company in which you are renting the
trailer. You will definitely want a truck rental that has a lift attached to the truck. This
makes for easy loading of items. You will also want a dolly for bringing large number of
boxes or bigger items from your home to the truck. Check with the rental company






